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The AX (Parr 1)

The carpenter called his performance with the mason a
special skill. This is because personal communication is
imprecise, so it can be very difficult to get it right. Words
mean different things to different people at different times,
and their intended meaning can be further modified by tonality,
gestures and facial expressions. When we think about the
many ways misunderstanding can occur, it seems like a
miracle that personal communication works at all. And when
it does work well, when we achieve nearly perfect
understanding with other human beings, it is indeed very
special.

This specialness happens when we spend time with good
friends and loved ones. In their presence, we can set aside
social etiquettes. We can speak plainly and rest easy in the
knowledge that our intentions will be completely understood.
Just as the mason felt happy and the carpenter felt relaxed as
they were getting ready to perform, the mere thought of this
comfortable communication is uplifting to the spirit. Think
back to the last good conversation you had with someone
close to you. Chances are the memory will bring a smile to
your lips.

This means we are all like the carpenter and the mason
when we connect with the people we care about. A kind of
magic happens when we establish rapport and form a direct
soul-to-soul connection. Through such a connection, they
know what we are thinking and we know their thoughts. They
can complete your sentence and you can anticipate what they
are about to say. It's almost telepathic, but there is nothing
supernatural about it. It's a plain, simple, everyday miracle.

There are three essential ingredients to make this miracle
happen. The first is affinity. It is a rare and precious thing that
does not automatically manifest itself when you meet
someone. For most of us, it is the exception rather than the
rule to find others who are in tune with us. When the carpenter
passed away, the mason could not find anyone to replace him.
In just the same way, those who possess a natural affinity with
us play a special role in our lives. If we think we can discard
them and easily find someone else, we will be very much
mistaken.

The second ingredient is time. It takes time to really get
to know someone. The mason and the carpenter have
practiced their special skill over many years. In the same way,
we need to nurture a friendship or a relationship over the long
haul, with much time spent together and many shared
experiences. Natural affinity is a good foundation but it won't
do us much good unless we build on it.

The third and most important ingredient is trust.
Complete, absolute trust is what the mason and the carpenter
demonstrated. The carpenter knew the mason would swing the
ax with unfailing accuracy; the mason trusted that the

by Derek Lin

carpenter would not make sudden moves to ruin the
performance or hurt himself. In this spirit of trust, both sides
must come together.

In the same way, trust is also the most important
ingredient in personal communication. If trust is not present,
you can exercise the utmost caution in choosing every word
carefully and still fail to convey your meaning. If the other
party does not trust you, then every word you say is suspect
and open to the most negative interpretation, and any attempts
to explain or clarify may result in even greater problems.

When trust is present, it trumps everything else. Even
when you can't think of the right words and you stutter badly,
it doesn't matter. They'll tell you: "It's okay, we know what
you mean. We know what you are trying to say." And you
realize they actually do because of the wonderful trust that
exists.

The emissary said he could not believe the performance,
and the king exclaimed that it was incredible. This represents
the improbability of having affinity, time and trust all come
together in our interactions with others. If you already have
people in your life with whom you share all three ingredients,
then you should see them as an almost unbelievable blessing.

What would happen if you were to lose these special
people in your life? What would happen if you should lose the
magical ingredient of affinity or trust? Just like the mason
grieving the passing of his partner, we would also experience
a loss of infinite sadness. It would be like an empty void in the
heart. We might realize, too late, how joyous it was when
there was someone to fill that void. We might regret having
taken them for granted.

This is the ultimate message that Chuang Tzu wants to
convey with this story: let us not wait until it is too late. Think
about your good friends and loved ones. Consider the
incredible good fortune to have them in your life and see your
deep connection with them for what it truly is magic.

Let them know how you feel. Tell them how happy you
are to be able to relax in their presence; tell them you
appreciate being so comfortable and perfectly at ease with
them whenever you connect. Thank them for being your
partner all these years; thank them for practicing the special
skill with you so many times each time an astounding
performance all by itself!

If they haven't read this story, they probably won't know
exactly what you are talking about. But that's okay. They will
know what you mean. They will know what you are trying to
say. And then you will witness this simple understanding--- as
an incredible miracle of the Tao.

For more articles on the Tao, please visit
www. TrueTao.org!
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