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The Secrer Formula (parr i)

It was nearing dusk at a remote village in China. A
traveler came along and paused at a house by the river to ask
for directions. The man of the house noted the hour was late
and insisted that the traveler stay for the evening. The traveler
realized that the man practiced traditional hospitality and
accepted the generous offer with gratitude.

After dinner, the traveler sat with his host to talk and
drink tea. “Pardon my curiosity,” the traveler said, “but
when 1 asked you for directions I noticed you were just
finishing your work for the day and putting away your tools.
What is your business, if I may ask?”

“ Oh, certainly,”  the host replied. “ My family
specializes in cloth bleaching. We soak textiles in a special
bleaching solution, then we take them into the river and use
the flowing current to wash away the solution. Old clothes and
bed sheets end up looking as good as new.”

“That is fascinating,” the traveler said. “It’ s a bit
puzzling as well. We are in the middle of winter right now and
the weather is cold and dry. Aren't you concerned that wading
into the river day after day will cause your skin to split into
painful cracks, thus making it impossible for you to work?”

The cloth bleacher explained: “We are very fortunate in
that we have a special ointment that protects us. We apply it in
wintertime and it does a great job in preventing the skin from
getting too dry. It allows us to work all year round.”

The traveler was very impressed. “I have never heard of
such a clever thing! How did you come by this marvelous
ointment?”

“Oh, it' s a secret formula passed down through the
generations. No one else has it, so it gives our business an
edge over the competition.”

The traveler was thoughtful for a while, and then he
spoke up: “I have a proposition for you. I am very interested
in this secret formula, and I am willing to pay one hundred
gold pieces to buy it from you.”

The cloth bleacher was amazed by this offer. Normally, it
would take him decades to save up that much money. He
excused himself for a quick conference with his family, and
then came back to the traveler with a condition: “Sir, I can
only sell you the formula if you promise to never give it or sell
it to anyone else in the cloth bleaching business.”

The traveler made a solemn oath to that effect, and the
transaction took place. With much ceremony, the money
changed hands, the cloth bleacher brought out the secret
formula and made a careful copy.

The traveler resumed his journey the next day, and life
returned to normal for the cloth bleacher. He looked at the
money and thought it had to be the easiest hundred gold pieces
he ever made.

by Derek Lin

The traveler went to the palace of King Wu and sought
an audience with His Highness. In the royal chambers, he
presented the secret formula to the king and explained its
function.

King Wu did not understand and asked the traveler:
“No doubt this ointment can do what you say it does, but
why would we find this to be of any interest?”

“Your Highness, is it not true that you are at war with
your neighbor, the state of Yue?”

“That is correct. They are our nemesis. One day we
shall conquer them!”

“That day may be closer than you think, Your Highness.
Tell me: why exactly do you not attack them now?”

“No one attacks during wintertime. Our two lands are
separated by rivers, so any attacks must be over water. In this
weather, my soldiers will get frostbite, skin cracking and ---
ah.”

“ Precisely, Your Highness. You now have a way of
striking them exactly as you would any other time of the
year.”

King Wu immediately ordered a large-scale production
of the ointment based on the secret formula. It took only a few
weeks to get everything ready. Then, he launched the first
winter offensive ever. King Yue did not expect this at all and
thought King Wu must have gone mad.

Yue soldiers responded to the attack with a counterattack
of their own. The two armies met over the bordering river and
a fierce battle ensued. The ointment worked as expected and
protected Wu soldiers, while Yue soldiers lacked this
protection and were fully exposed to the elements. After only
a few days of engagement, many Yue soldiers developed such
painful cracks that they could not even hold their weapons.

The people in the region were amazed. For as long as
they could remember, Wu and Yue had always been equally
matched, neither able to gain an inch over the other. Now,
somehow King Wu found a way to completely decimate the
Yue army, bringing to an end generations of stalemate and
unifying the two territories under his rule.

In gratitude to the traveler who played such a pivotal role
in his victory, King Wu granted him a large estate and made
him a noble. As the traveler settled into the privileged life of a
lord, he reflected on the path that took him there. It all started
with the secret formula-plus nothing more than a different
perspective on the best way to apply it.

(To be continued)

For more articles on the Tao, please visit
www. TrueTao.org!
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