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REMEMBRANCE

The cruelty of logic is the knowledge that one day most
children will have to say farewell to their parents. We know
it, yet we don't like to think about it. Who would want to
think about the day that they must say farewell to their father?
When we looked at him lying in the hospital bed those last
few days, we did not see a man who has suffered so much
over the last few months. We didn't see a man who battled so
bravely with his illness. What we saw was the man who
laughed with us when we told him stories, even ones that
wouldn't be funny to anyone else, except a father. We
remember him as a man who could always find a way to get
things done, no matter how difficult a project might seem.
We remember him as a man who taught us to treat others
with respect, how we would want to be treated. We saw the
face of our father not as it looks today but how it is
embedded in our hearts.

Many of you here today knew our father as a friend, a
co-worker, an uncle, a brother, a grandfather, a Master of I-
Kuan Tao or any of a dozen other things, but we were his
children. We knew him as “Papa” . We like to think that
helped forge a unique bond, one of love, trust, and
understanding. And of course, these developed as we grew
older. We're sure that as children, our collective effect on
Papa was to regularly drive him to distraction and make him
wonder why he ever had children in the first place. Some of
our fondest memories are of our father coming home after a
very long working day (waking up at 3am), still having made
time at the end of the day to spend with us, sometimes
having stopped by on the way home to pick up a big three
foot long rectangular pizza. Much has changed since then,
and in these last few months, our family has been drawn
closer together as our father battled against the illness that
would eventually take his life.

Our father was a man who was very familiar with the
concept of sacrifice. Back in Vietnam, our father came from

by Kelle & Jeremy Husk, Heidi
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avery privileged family, and gave up that extravagant
lifestyle so that his children could have greater
opportunities here in the U.S. This wasn't the last time he
gave up something for his family, either. Our father knew
about his illness many years ago, back when we were much
younger, and at that time our father made a decision. Once
again, he put the needs of his family before his own well-
being and continued to work endless hours to support us, his
wife and his mother. He really gave our family the ultimate
gift that anyone could offer, and for that we will be both
eternally grateful and saddened. For many years, the disease
remained dormant and he was able to continue living his life
like nothing was wrong. Eventually, though, it caught up to
him and took him much sooner than any of us would have
expected.

Our father did not know failure. He was a man who was
very determined to solve problems, wherever those
problems might arise. His determined, strong-willed nature
always was the pillar at the center of our family. In many
ways, he was defined by his hopes for the future and his
faith-and not only his faith in [-Kuan Tao, but his faith in
hard work, his faith in being a righteous man, and his faith in
the good nature of the human spirit.

Losing anybody in this life is devastating. We all know
that well. But we must admit, there is something different
about losing our father. The world has lost a good man, but
through it, we have come to recognize friends we did not
evenrealize we had. Life moves on; we all will. And we all
will mourn and be sad. But when we find the sadness
creeping up, remember this philosophy: Whenever
something wonderful comes to an end, don't be sad for the
ending--- Rather be happy that it happened at all. That is how
dad would want us to feel. We will not be saying goodbye to
him today, because we truly know he is with us always.
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Guardian Angel

"Derek," Professor Swanson asked, "what is the official Tao
perspective on reincarnation?"

We were sitting in his office and sipping tea. The professor
taught a class on world religions and wanted me to give his class
a presentation on the Tao. We just got done discussing the class
schedule when he asked the question.

"It's a bit different in the Tao I follow," I replied. "There
aren't necessarily 'official' positions on reincarnation or other
potentially controversial issues. Tao cultivators have to think for
themselves, make up their own minds, and not fall back on some
sort of moral authority that tells them what to believe. They may
seek guidance, but ultimately each Tao cultivator is his or her
own authority."

"Quit dodging," the professor smiled. "You must believe in
something."

"Sure, and I would be glad to talk about it, but it would be
my personal belief only. I can't talk about the 'official' position of
the Tao because no such thing exists. One can cultivate the Tao
quite well without believing in reincarnation."

"So that's your position? You don't believe in
reincarnation?"

"I do. Personally, I believe we have lived many times before
and will live many times again. Or, to be more precise, | believe
an immortal soul like yours or mine engages in physical
manifestations in the material world many times over the span of
human history."

"That's where you and I differ," the professor said. "As a
Christian, I believe this existence, this life as we know it, is the
only chance we have. After this it's either Heaven or Hell. That's
why we have to make this one chance count.”

"Oh, we're not so different," I countered. "At least we both
believe in the existence of the immortal soul."

"Granted, but as far as reincarnation goes, we are polar
opposites."

"Professor, I'm curious," I said. "Suppose you are right that
when this existence is over we — hopefully — go to Heaven.
What happens after that? Life everlasting, forever and ever
amen?"

"Something like that."

"Is it possible that, while enjoying this heavenly existence,
you or I or someone else will want to check on loved ones who
are still living in the mortal realm from time to time? Perhaps the
surviving spouse? Children? Grandchildren? A favorite niece or
nephew? A close friend?"

"Sure," he shrugged. "Why not?"

"What will happen if you see such loved ones in danger, or
in trouble? Will you not wish to help them in some way?"

"Maybe," the professor was no fool and became wary.
"Where exactly are you going with this?"

"I'm thinking about guardian angels," I said. "You know,
heavenly spirits taking on physical form, working for good,
helping or protecting loved ones. If it is possible for some people
to have been helped by angels in the past, then it is also possible
that you will render assistance to others as an angel at some point
in the future."

by Derek Lin

"Okay, I can see that," he said. "So what's the point you're
trying to make?"

"Well, if it's possible to do it once, then it's also possible to
do it more than once. It doesn't have to be for helping people
either. For instance, if I were in Heaven, I would want to visit this
world from time to time, just to see how things are moving
along."

"Why would you want to, when Heaven by definition offers
everything you can possibly want?"

"If indeed it offers everything I want, then it would certainly
offer freedom as well — the freedom to visit this world whenever
I wish — otherwise it would be a prison and not Heaven, right?"

"Fine, fine." He didn't know why, but he didn't like the
direction this was headed. "I don't see what any of this has to do
with reincarnation."

"Well, I just find it interesting that we are using nothing but
familiar Christian concepts and yet we find ourselves talking
about, hmm, immortal souls engaging in physical manifestations
in the material world many times over the span of..."

"Wait a minute," he raised his voice. "That's hardly the same
thing as reincarnation!"

"Perhaps not," I said. "But it does look as if we went from
polar opposites to next door neighbors... in only a few minutes.

The reason I want to highlight this exchange is to point out
that "oneness" isn't just an empty rhetoric or a spiritual slogan. It
is something that Tao cultivators take literally.

"Tao" is the label we use to represent the divine essence that
inspires religions, so despite the stylistic disparities between
different belief systems, the underlying essence remains one and
the same. As humanity continues to evolve, our understanding of
the divine essence will gradually converge.

A bodhisattva is an enlightened being who, out of
compassion, re-enters into the material world in order to save
others. See the remarkable similarity between this and the
concept of guardian angels? We may not have connected the dots
before, but once it is pointed out to us, it seems plain as day:
"bodhisattva" and "angel" are but different labels pointing to the
same compassionate heart.

It may be easy for many to assume that because things look
different on the surface, they must be fundamentally, intractably
different through and through. This leads to the mindset of
separation, which may in turn lead to intolerance and conflict. If
two things are irreconcilably different then one of them must be
superior and the other inferior; since it is my way versus your
way, obviously mine must be the one that is correct and righteous;
therefore, you must be converted to see the light, for your own
good; and so on.

I hope I have demonstrated with my example that this is
illusory. A most powerful and persistent illusion is that we have
to form separate groups to clash over our differences; the
infinitely more powerful truths' is that we are one heart and one
spirit.

For more articles on the Tao, please visit
www.TrueTao.org!



2E§Eﬁ@ B ﬂﬁmga panEssRs: 88 10:30AM-12:30PM

B H n = BEEE BIEAE RS E TR FHEEZE
6/04/06 BEFE REM CBEE RS 8 5 R —FiE& RE £ K

6/11/06 RAE REM BHEHEC & A8 ik # R i I £

6/18/06 & A ik BT BEENQ RE £ X & ek e

6/25/06 ZEA R A B oA B u

FEHBR Iz R T Tao Study Group 10:30AM-12:30PM

SHEBERSFINRER

9 0 10:30-11:30 11:30-12:00 12:00-12:30
' Topic Instructor | Class Discussion Master’'s Conclusion

6/04/06  |The way for the performance of the external task? $c All Class ERME

6/11/06  |The principles of reformation. HIEF All Class A

6/18/06  |What principles of reformation are we proclaiming? 2% 7 All Class REX

6/25/06 All Class Downstairs

A B
SEWERMVBEHY
g8 W % E# RN FERT - FLKE B
THENG gmmE L n_ 5
ZEHXETFBRK - FERM

ZHESHERER |

B 6/04/06 6/11/06 6/18/06 6/25/06
(R SED EN Y HIE BRI A A
R G AHre | 6i26006(17—) SRS F+4 WO BUoh | EERAM | HEHE BHK
RIBHE | G1006(2 8 7) | AHEE : ES () Ty
HiEbuEHXERER EEmER |
=T 6/02,04,23,25/06 |  6/09, 11, 30/06 6/16, 18/06 B M BEA
aEREE | ek R % £ i i;
aE ﬁﬁﬁ ﬁﬁﬁ @gg 6118106 BETF
AAZ * ‘ 6125/06 E# A,




g

<3

Non-Profit
a8 'a % /\ - ‘3(:'_'\ Organization
&f} Gram® FE B PR Presoned o
- . . PAID
The Great Tao Foundation of America El Monte, CA
Permit Number 437
11645 Lower Azusa Road., El Monte, CA 91732 U.S.A.

Tel: 626-279-1097 - Fax: 626-279-1098

B RME > A
T#E3HE  Ha

T &

aAr,

BR_OONENA—B N
BTN 1BED 210°Fwy ®
fREEME © REBIB - MEEM Lower Azusa Rd. I =

TR | EEBCEEEBR 3 pe

it 31k - 11645 Lower Azusa Rd., El Monte, CA 91732 _g __1,0_Fwy_f%

T 55:(626)279-1097 - {8 HE : (626)279-1098 2 in u?

@ 4 wwwowith.org (—SiEtHRER) - Garvey Ave: S
www.GreatTao.org (R2E$Z) s ‘
www.TrueTao.org (2B IT) 60"Fwy: ’
www.TaoUSA.org (EE—SEiEE





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


