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The CRryinGg PRINCESS (Parr 1)

Spring was Princess Li's favorite season. She loved
the blooming flowers in her garden and would spend hours
walking there, taking in the colors and savoring the
fragrance.

Today, something was wrong. Instead of enjoying
herself, she sat alone and seemed unhappy. Mei, her
handmaiden and companion since childhood, grew
concerned and decided to approach her: “Princess,
forgive me for intruding. Are you alright?”

“Oh, I'm fine, Mei. I am just thinking about my...
engagement.” Her father the Duke announced in the
morning that Princess Li was to be wedded to the King of
Jin in a few months.

“I heard the announcement as well. The Duke said
it was very auspicious and a great cause for celebration.”

“For others, perhaps, but not for me. I have never
met King Jin and I have no idea what he is like. I love my
life here with my flowers and have no wish to leave... Oh,
how I dread the wedding!”

The sudden intensity of Princess Li's emotions
surprised Mei. “Have you told your father that you do
not wish to marry?”

“No. Jin is a powerful kingdom. Our alliance with
them, cemented by marriage, is something that will make
us much stronger and more secure. It is my duty . I cannot
avoid it.”

“What will you do then, Princess?”

“The only thing I can - put it out of my mind as
much as possible.”

Time passed. As the wedding drew closer, Princess
Li became increasingly anxious. When the date finally
came, she refused to come out of her room. This caused
quite a commotion. “Unacceptable!” The Duke was
displeased. “Mei, you are the only one she listens to. Go
talk some sense into her. Quickly!”

Mei entered the inner chambers to discover the
princess crying her eyes out. “Princess, what are you
doing? Everyone is waiting for you.”

“I don't care! I won't marry him!”

Mei noticed that the princess had soaked her clothes

by Derek Lin

in tears, so evidently she had been crying for quite some
time. “Princess, did you not tell me yourself that this is
something you cannot avoid?”

“You don't understand! I really, really don't want to
go to the Jin Palace! I want to stay here!”

Mei took a deep breath. She knew how to get
through to the princess, but even her ability and patience
would be taxed to the limit this time. “Princess, you
know as well as I do that everything has been set in
motion. We cannot put it off any more than we can push
back the waves of the ocean.”

The princess snapped back and Mei responded with
her soothing voice. After several hours of this, the princess
grew too tired to continue. She allowed herself to be led to
the royal carriage. Finally, the wedding party was able to
get underway. To the princess, the rest of the wedding
went by like a blur.

After an initial period of adjustment, Princess Li
grew accustomed to life in the Jin Palace. The King
treated her well and kept her in luxuries she had never
experienced before. The royal bed in particular was a
marvel. When the princess slept on it, she felt as if she
was floating on air. Moreover, every meal at the Jin Palace
was spectacular. The princess had never tasted so many
delicacies, cooked in so many different ways.

Spring arrived again. Princess Li was delighted to
discover beautiful flowers blooming in the royal gardens
of the Jin Palace. She wasted no time at all summoning
Mei to her side, so they could go exploring together.

“You seem to be in high spirits, Princess.”

“I am! I cannot wait to walk amongst the
flowers.”

“How strange! Can this be the same person who
really, really didn't want to be here?”

“Please don't remind me,” Princess Li blushed.
“I still cannot believe how foolish I was. It's so
wonderful here, I cannot understand why I was so
afraid.”

(To be continued).........ccceeeeveeerieenenens

For more articles on the Tao, please visit
www. TrueTao.org!
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