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Inherit the Past, Develop the Future By Senior Master Yang

R R BERfE » AT AR RIE R T > S EARERe &% TR KRB TR E IR HE
ke ERME S bl e TZF ok WE T - BEEMARNMEMC A KM4EL
— AR BARMIEE —ESITERE TG SR RMREEB—F e BERH > KL
Fesb IR BB MARES L !

I would like to thank the grace of Heaven, the kindness of the Teacher, the great virtue from the
Senior Grand Master, and the compassion of all Masters. The opportunity of this wonderful conference,
arranged under the direction of Senior Master Wei Chen, allows us to feel the importance of the Three
Treasures from multiple points of view. The Senior Grand Master and many virtuous Tao members
have blazed a trail for us, and pointed out the proper direction to true Tao cultivation. We only need to
stay on the right track and make a continuous effort to better ourselves. I would like offer some helpful
suggestions, so that we can cultivate together and inspire one another.
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First, I would like everyone to be a good Tao member. In order to be a good Tao member, we need
to actively participate in the events at the temple, attend the Tao conferences so we can maximize our
abilities and invite others to seek the Tao, to fulfill the goal of the Great Tao, which is the salvation of
the world. Also, good Tao members must express the special characteristics of Tao cultivators, which
means creating a harmonious family life in the home, performing your duties diligently at work, and
paying attention to being a good neighbor. In summary, we need to never stop learning about the Tao.
We need to constantly examine ourselves in order to be good members and bring honor to the Tao.
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Second, I would like everyone to be a good volunteer of the Tao. Everyone here today, including all
the masters, shrine owners, lecturers, and facilitators, are all volunteers of the Tao. The Senior Grand
Master always said, “The original intention to cultivate the Tao is more than enough to transform one
into the Buddha." So, I hope that together we can take on our individual responsibilities to become a
good volunteer, thus courageously becoming the messenger of the Great Tao, utilizing the wisdom of
the group, to plan the development of Tao projects and spread the Tao to everyone in the world.
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Third, I hope we can become more unified as a group. The Senior Grand Master often says “unity
is strength.” The growth of the Tao depends on not only our faith, but also the consolidation of our
strength. Under the guidance of Shi Zun, Shi Mu, and the Senior Grand Master, we can achieve the
glorious mission of the Tao.
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Fourth, I hope that together we will create the Pure Land of the Maitreya, to let it appear in the
world as soon as possible. We believe the Pure Land of the Maitreya is a harmonious and blissful
realm, where there is no warfare, only peace. No hatred, only harmony. No greed, only joyous giving.
It is a place where we can all be immersed in the mercy of Lao Mu, the Heavenly Mother, where every
moment is precious, and every day is a good day.
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I wish you:

Good health in both body and mind

Great achievements in both the sacred and the secular
Everything progressing in accordance with your wishes
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The Best House

Once upon a time in ancient China, there was a builder who worked
exclusively for the King. For several decades, he designed and built many
houses and structures for royalty and nobility, and now he was getting
ready to retire.

One day, the King summoned him to the royal cowrt. "I understand
you will soon be enjoying your well-deserved retirement, affer so many
years of hard work, " said the King. "l have one last job for you. Iwant you
to design the best house possible and take complete charge of the project
from beginning to end. I have already picked a prime location. All you
have to do is purchase the best material and hire the most experienced
masons to build it. Spare no expense.”

The builder saw this as an opportunity. Since he would be the only one
in charge, no one would know if he took a few liberties here and there.
Now that he was about to retire, this would be his last chance to make a
little extra money for himself.

He requested a lavish budget from the treasury but spent only a fraction
of it on lower-grade material. He also saved a lot of money on labor by
hiring the least expensive workers available and rushing the project to
completion. Then he reported to the King that he was done with his last

job.

"Excellent!" the King was pleased. "Let us go take a look.”

When they arrived on site, the builder was surprised to see all the
court ministers there, admiring and commenting on his work. He wasn't
worried, because he used all the tricks of the trade to make the house look
good. He knew they couldn't tell the house was a low-quality construction.

The King gathered everyone together and cleared his throat: "As
you all know; the builder has done great work for us over the years, and
now he is readly to retive. This house, his last project, will also be his final
masterpiece.”

He presented the house key to the builder and announced: "The best
way for me to thank him for his years of dedicated service... is to give this
masterpiece to him as the perfect retirement present!”

As everyone erupted in applause, the builder stood in stunned
disbelief.

‘When we assume mortal form and come into this world, we have a
special opportunity. Just as the builder was charged with the task to build
the best house possible, we have the opportunity to create the best life
possible.

The physical plane is the prime location that has already been
chosen. It is where we work on this opportunity. Our task is not difficult,
because we bring with us the divine authorization to acquire the best
resources available. We also come with the ability to direct and manage
a tremendous amount of energy into the project. In short, everything we
need to do the job is at hand. Our mandate is clear: Build a great life; spare
1No expense.

There is, however, a complication when we figure out that we are the
ones in charge. Just as the builder assumed sole accountability for the
construction project from beginning to end, we also have full responsibility
for the life-building project from birth to death. This means we are free
to design the life we want and manage the work as we see fit - a freedom
that can be wonderfully exhilarating. At the same time, it also means that
ultimately there is no one around to demand the best from us. There is no

by Derek Lin

supervision beyond what we impose on ourselves, and that can lead to
taking shortcuts or slacking off when we know we shouldn'. If no one is
watching, it's no big deal, right?

This is a trap based on the illusion that we are working for someone
else. When we are under the influence of this falsehood, we think about
doing as little as possible to get by. Oftentimes this means focusing on
crafting a presentable appearance without the substance that would
require tedious work to accumulate. We create a facade, an image for
others to perceive. Perhaps we study religious doctrines in order to seem
pious; perhaps we correct others in order to cultivate an appearance of
knowledge; perhaps we work at projecting indifference in order to show
how "cool" we are.

This trap reinforces our tendency to give in to inertia or take the
easy way out. Since we are only interested in looking good on the
outside, it doesn't matter if we are sloppy and careless on the inside.
Thus the appearance of piety may be a mask for the lack of true spiritual
understanding; the assertion of knowledge may be a front for ignorant
arrogance; the projection of "coolness" may be a disguise for hidden
desperation.

One day, we may wake up to the realization that all this time, when
we thought we were working for others, we were in fact working for
ourselves. Just like the builder, when we give less of ourselves than we
are truly capable of giving, we are not cheating other people — we are
shortchanging ourselves.

Luckily for us, we are unlike the builder in one important way. He was
about to retire, but we are still very much in the game. When we figure out
that we are in fact our own boss and customer all rolled into one, we can
stop sabotaging ourselves. At this level of awareness, it does not matter
who may be watching us or what people may think of us. We persist in
spiritual cultivation even when — or especially when —no one can see what
we are doing,

The last lines from chapter 59 of Tao Te Ching illustrate this teaching
clearly:

With this mother principle of power; one can be everlasting
This is called deep roots and firm foundation
The Tao of longevity and lasting vision

If we focus on the external world as most people do, the facades we
build cannot last. If we direct our attention inward as Tao sages do, we
connect with the principle of power.

A house that is solidly built from the inside out is truly strong and will
withstand the test of time. Similarly, those who plant deep spiritual roots
and set firm spiritual foundations within are also building themselves from
the inside out. They possess true strength; they can be everlasting.

With the Tao to guide us, we become literally the architects of our
own destiny. With the best material — love, gratitude, joy, humility — and
the most experienced crew — spiritual wisdom of the sages, fiiends who
support and inspire us —we can make that destiny a true masterpiece!

For more discussions on the Tao, please visit www. TrueTao.org!



ZRiEkRE B IHTEEER

FAZERF R © 438 B 10:30AM- 12:30PM

B M [ 9 Kk [@EFdEE | d@AE | K | RAEE | R | BiRGnT
12/02/2007 % &
12/09/2007 | FF# | R BRA=F kR wike R FRAE K
12/16/2007| &A#k | ®ES | #H5ds | ki x % 3B 3F A A
12/23/2007 % st B & # R
12302007| 3% | %# | ~FEgpi | BB | #¥H | AREE | IFHk
3 R & o X 2> . 19 é\ 'ﬁ‘A(Moderator)
2 H 8 [ 42 A 5% 32 SUHE (Tao Study Group 10:30AM~12:30PM) A oDk L
s Q
SRRlRESHMIER
Date Topic (10:30 ~ 12:00) Moderator | Master(12:00 ~ 12:30)
12/09/2007 | Senior Grand Master Chang Pei-Cheng Ta-Shyong Lin Master Kuo
12/16/2007 | The Etiquette & Disciplines of [-Kuan Tao Master Chen Master Chen
12/23/2007 | Christmas Long Weekend
12/30/2007 | The Etiquette & Disciplines of I-Kuan Tao | Master Koo | Master Koo
=
AN H L EJ i3s3 g "N a & A
TRHERGRMMER ean anee o wE A | BEE
. ~ B8 & A
/\ N > - <le s, 2 P‘J & =2 R
i AL AL 7 AR K 38 B ERRN MR B~ A 5

ZRERMERBR

B # 12/02/2007 12/09/2007 12/16/2007 12/30/2007
1A B 1R 6P ERME IF K B IE X ERE

WAHiREER

12/15/07 X Ax4h &
(6:30pm-9:30pm)

12/15/07 214k
(6:30pm-9:30pm)

12/15/07 R %%
(6:30pm-9:30pm)

fA

Temple City, CA 91780
Tel:626.614.0669

WIS 27 REEH R RS
RED COBRMRW E A O HEF o mEE
BEARER © ARG BEAR AR FRTEAK FH1REF | RIEX
5951 Sultana Ave. 528 Tri Net Court 8624 Ramona Blvd.

Walnut, CA 91789
Tel:909.869.5579

Rosemead, CA 91770
Tel:626.572.3652

12102007 (+— An—) | i s (H-0)| 367 © By | 15380 RATIR | 3538 © Tk £ | 93l - AR
Rauh= 2242007(F—A+E)| & b 3R REX |#BE0F  REE | EE R | EERE ok
P IE R 12242007 +—A+5) NBERES (=Fw) 594§

ZRERARREBER fEEREE
Al | oo [1207,02007 12714, 162007] 1228, 302007 A M AR A
P R ‘ — 12/02/2007 | ¥rKF
ATEARER | drsk REX | FMMFE | IFA 12/092007 | %%
g A LIRAE | IEH W a 12/16/2007 | FF A
‘ ®xWE SRR | REHF ®xWAE 12/30/2007 |  #xk F




The Great Tao Foundation of America
11645 Lower Azusa Road., El Monte, CA91732 U.S.A.

Tel: 626.279.1097 - Fax:626.279.1098

EFTERM
Rl & B IR =

Non-Profit
Organization
Presorted STD
U.S. Postage

PAID
El Monte, CA

Permit Number 437

HA=00tF+=_H—8

BITA

i .
BATHT
Woonk
€ %

I o)

mEY

RE84E - MO
EFREHBHELSAER

11645 Lower Azusa Road., El Monte, CA91732
626279.1097 - 4% A : 626.279.1098
www.withorg (—EHE#RAE)
www.GreatTao.org (2 A ¥ )
www.TrueTao.org (AR XHE)
www.TaoUSAorg (£BE—Bi#4e)

210 Fwy /
Lower Azusa Rd. /
=
2 <
@ Q
= 10 Fwy ol /
& 2
o)
S Garvey Ave. z
’ =
w
60 Fwy / =
7/

z



