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The Sage's Visit (Part )

Once upon a time in ancient China, there was a sage who was
well known for his deep understanding of the Tao and his ability to
explain it in the simplest possible way that anyone could understand.

One day, he started on a journey to visit a distant temple.
Because he was so famous and respected, he generated considerable
excitement in every town and village he passed along the way. News
of his journey spread, so that prior to his arrival at one particular
village, the villagers gathered to discuss his impending visit.

"Everyone, | just heard the latest news," one villager said. "He
plans to rest for three days in our village before resuming his journey.
This will be a great honor for us!"

The village elder was thoughtful: "It's not just an honor - it's also
arare opportunity! We've never had a visit from someone so wise, so
we should not let the opportunity go to waste. Let's ask him to give us
a talk about the Tao while he's here." Everyone agreed that this was a
great idea.

When the sage arrived, the villagers showered him with
hospitality. Then, the village elder approached with the request for
teaching. The sage readily agreed, and promised to give one talk for
each day of his stay. This was beyond the villagers' expectations, so
they were ecstatic.

The next moming, they gathered together at the village square,
cagerly awaiting the teaching. The sage greeted them warmly, and
started by asking a question: "Everyone, do you know what I will
talk about today?"

The villagers looked at one another. Other than the fact that it
was about the Tao, no one had any ideas. They turned to the sage and
shook their heads. Murmurs of "no"" could be heard here and there.

"No?" The sage smiled. "If you don't know, then it would be
useless for me to talk about it. Thank you, everyone. That's all for
today."

The sage left the square, leaving the villagers stunned. ""What
happened?" one of them asked. "It looks like we just wasted one
day's worth of valuable teachings," another answered. They were all
disappointed. After a hasty discussion, they agreed that they didn't
want it to happen again.

The next moming, they gathered together again at the village
square. As before, the sage greeted them warmly and started his talk
with the same question: "Do you know what [ will talk about today?"

This time, everyone was prepared. They all responded loudly:
"Yes!"

The sage smiled as before, and said: "If you already know,
then I don't need to talk about it. Thank you, everyone. That's all for
today."

The sage left the square, leaving the villagers completely

by Derek Lin

confused. "Did we just waste another day's worth of valuable
teachings?" one of them asked. "It sure looks that way," another
responded. Everyone was depressed.

"We absolutely cannot let this happen again," the village elder
said. "We have only one more day left! We need to figure out how to
get past his opening question.”

"But how?" one villager asked. "We can't say yes and we can't
say no. There is no other possible answer! How can we give him a
response that is neither yes or no?"

"Thave an idea," the village elder said. "Tomorrow, we'll divide
ourselves into two equal groups. When the sage asks the same
question, the group on the left will say yes, and the group on the right
will say no. That way, he'll have no choice but to continue his talk!"

The villagers quickly organized themselves according to this
plan. They rehearsed the simultaneous answer with the elder standing
in as the sage. After several repetitions, they got the timing down.
They nodded to one another in mutual approval. Everyone felt
confident about this solution.

The next morning, they gathered together again at the village
square. As before, the sage greeted them warmly and started his talk
with the same question: "Do you know what I will talk about today?"

The villagers were ready. In unison, half of them said "Yes!"
while the other said "No!" Then, they exchanged nods with one
another. They felt they got it right this time.

The sage smiled as before, and said: "Excellent! Those of you
who know, please tell those of you who don't. Thank you, everyone.
That's all for today."

The villagers panicked. They had wasted their opportunity yet
again, and now there were no more talks. The village elder rushed
to the sage and implored: "Master! This is your last talk for us.
You must teach us something about the Tao!" Other villagers also
pleaded: "Please, Master, teach us!"

The sage turned to everyone and said: "What we have talked
about these past few days is the Tao boiled down to its very essence,
although it may not appear as such. The nature of spiritual truth is
that those who do not know it will never understand it through words
alone, and those who know it need no words at all. You have all
learned this lesson without being aware of it. Reflect on today's talk
in the same way, and soon you will master its lesson just as easily."

Realization began to dawn on the villagers as the sage departed.
The sage had fulfilled his promise and taught them the Tao - in the
simplest possible way that anyone could understand!

1o be continued ..................

For more discussions on the Tao, please visit www. TrueTao.org!
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