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I want to share a part of Confucius' (Kong Zi) teaching that has given me the greatest impression. From his teaching I have learned that when I am
participating in sports competitions I need to bring out an athlete’s spirit, follow the rules, and not cheat. Furthermore, if T win I should not be too proud and
if T lose then I should not be too sad especially since I always go to tennis and basketball competitions. I have leamed that I should not emphasize on losing
because if I fail then I will just practice harder and do better next time. But, can I always do everything with the same the mentality and excuse “T will just do
better next time, I will just do better next time.””? No, I can’t have this way of thinking all the time.

Something else that I have learned from Zengzi is that I am a student and the most important responsibility as a student is to study hard. My goal is to
become a well-rounded person who is good in not only sports and academics but also practicing Tao. Also, I must have willpower to continue striving
even through all the difficulties I may encounter in life. Most importantly, when I am studying I must not forget that it is also important to improve my
health and practice Tao. I have a lot of responsibilities and the path I must walk in life is still very long. Therefore, I must be committed to fulfilling all my
responsibilities for the rest of my life. The above are my thoughts from reading the classics that I would like to share with everybody.
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Make It Shorter (Part 1)

Once upon a time in ancient China, there was
a young man who studied hard to be the best
kung fu fighter possible. He entered a tournament
to test his skills. He felt good about his chances
and told his friends: "No one is perfect, and
all fighters have shortcomings. They are either
lacking in speed, strength or technique. All 1
have to do is discover my opponent's weakness,
and that will be the key to my victory."

He followed this strategy as he went into his
match. He went all-out, looking everywhere for
his opponent's weaknesses. To his surprise, he
was not able to find any. His opponent, on the
other hand, found openings in his defense and
landed one successful hit after another. After
several rounds, he found himself thoroughly
defeated.

Depressed and deflated, he went to his master.
He described the match in exact detail, and
then asked: "What was wrong with my strategy,
Master? It seemed to make perfect sense—look
for an opening where my opponent comes up
short, and then use that to achieve victory. Why
didn't it work?"

His master did not answer immediately, but
drew a line in the sand. Then, his master said
with a smile: "Here is a puzzle for you. Make
this line shorter without touching it or covering
it up in any way. If you can figure out how to do
that, you will also understand why your strategy
did not work."

The young man considered the line for a
moment, and then asked: "Master, is this one of
those impossible puzzles with no real solutions?"

"No, most impossible puzzles are given by
charlatans who like to pretend they know more

by Derek Lin

than they actually do." His master laughed: "You
can rest assured that this is a real puzzle of the
Tao. As such, it has a real and simple solution."

The young man stared at the line for hours,
thinking hard of many different ways to solve the
puzzle. Finally, he had to give up. He reported
his failure to the master: "There is no way for me
to make the line shorter without erasing part of
it or making some kind of change to it. Master,
I feel I have wasted a lot of time contemplating
something that cannot be done."

"Do you? Now watch carefully." The master
drew another line in the sand next to the first
one. He kept drawing until the new line is much
longer than the first one. "This is how easy it
is to make the first line shorter without doing
anything to it."

The young man's jaw droped. His master was
right. The puzzle had an actual solution that
really was the essence of elegant simplicity.
He nodded slowly, "I begin to see why I failed,
Master."

The master nodded also: "Looking for your
opponent's weakness is like trying to make the
first line shorter without touching it. It is a waste
of time, just as you said. What you should be
doing instead is to draw yourself the longer line,
by becoming faster, stronger and more proficient.
When your line is much longer than it is right
now, you will make your opponent's line shorter
without doing anything to him. What happens
then is that you will suddenly discover all of his
shortcomings naturally and effortlessly. This is
the real key to victory."

For more discussions on the Tao, please visit
www. TrueTao.org!
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