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The Potion of Immortality (Part1)

Once upon a time in ancient China, there was an
emperor who became very interested in Taoist alchemy.
He wanted to learn everything about it. He looked for
opportunities to discuss his ideas with individuals that he
felt were knowledgeable.

The emperor's minister was worried about this. He
knew there were genuine Taoist masters, but he also knew
there were many frauds. He did not believe in claims of
the supernatural, and he wished to protect the emperor
from those who made such claims.

One day, the emperor invited a Taoist monk from
a distant land into the palace for another one of his
discussions. At one point in the conversation, the subject
of immortality came up.

The emperor asked: "Do you know of anyone who has
mastered the secret of everlasting life?"

"Yes, Your Majesty," the monk nodded. "Among the
advanced practitioners of my sect, it is not a secret. We
have perfected a magic potion that stops aging. The man
who drinks it at the right time not only lives forever, but
also maintains his youthful appearance indefinitely."

"Amazing!" The Emperor was impressed. "Are you
not exaggerating when you speak of living forever? After
all, a man who does not age can still suffer mortal injuries
or fatal wounds."

"Not so, Your Majesty," the monk smiled. "The magic
potion cures all wounds instantly. That is how it stops
aging. You see, getting older is merely a slow and gradual
form of injury."

"I must see this for myself! How may I acquire this
marvelous potion?" The emperor was excited.

"You need but to ask, Your Majesty," the monk said. "I
happen to carry a flask of this potion, which I now offer to
you as a present to celebrate our friendship."

The emperor was delighted, and ordered a large bag of
gold to be paid to the monk. The monk declined politely,
but upon the emperor's insistence, accepted the payment.
Then, he suddenly remembered that he had other pressing
business, and therefore must take his leave.

"One question before you go," the emperor stopped
him. "You said one must drink the potion at the right time.
What time would that be?"

The monk explained that the potion was only effective
during the full moon, about ten days away, and one had
to make extensive preparations before drinking. He gave

by Derek Lin

detailed instructions before making his departure. Despite
the weight of the gold he was carrying, he traveled quickly
and soon disappeared from view.

The minister felt the emperor was making a big
mistake. He had to talk the emperor out of drinking the
potion somehow, but he knew the emperor was stubborn.
If he tried to discredit the monk, the emperor would leap
to his defense. He did not know what to do.

The night of the full moon came. The emperor
followed the monk's instructions to the letter. He bathed,
meditated and went through an elaborate ritual. Then,
when he felt ready, he motioned the minister to bring the
flask to him.

The minister took the flask and turned to the emperor.
Then, he had an idea. In a blur of motion too fast to stop,
he uncorked it and drank it dry.

For a moment, the emperor froze with shock and
disbelief. Then, he shook with rage: "You...how dare you
drink my potion!"

The minister faced the wrath calmly: "Your Majesty, it
is nothing more than ordinary wine. That Taoist monk has
tricked you."

The emperor shook his head: "You don't know that for
a fact. You have stolen something of extreme value to me,
and for that I shall have your head!"

The minister remained calm: "Think about it for a
moment, Your Majesty. If the potion is real, then would
it not be useless for you to order my execution, since I
cannot die?"

The emperor roared with anger: "What if I execute you
and you die? What then?"

The minister smiled: "That would prove the potion
to be fake, Your Majesty. Then it will become clear to
everyone that the emperor has been deceived."

The emperor sat down heavily and fell silent. He
turned the matter over in his mind. After a long while, he
spoke in low voice, as if to himself: "Indeed, I will be seen
as the fool...and since you will be dead, I will have lost not
only my dignity, but also my most loyal advisor."

The minister remained silent. After another moment,
the emperor stood up, turned to the minister and nodded:
"Thank you."

For more discussions on the Tao, please visit www.TrueTao.org!
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