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The Frog in the Well (Part 2)

This story, like many other stories from
Chuang Tzu, is infused into Chinese culture.
Chinese people often describe someone blissfully
unaware of his own ignorance as a frog in the well.
The idiomatic expression they use comes from this
story.

The usefulness of the story goes far beyond
the above. It contains profound lessons, not only
as a cautionary note but also as a direction in life.
It uses metaphors to ask important questions:
What are you? Are you the tadpole? The frog?
The turtle? Where are you in life? Are you in the
abandoned well, or the limitless ocean?

The tadpoles are people who possess little or
no understanding of spiritual matters. Like the
tadpoles never venturing outside the well, they are
the ones who never look beyond the material to
ponder the deeper issues of existence. They are the
lowest common denominator.

The good news is that simply by reading
the story and making it this far into its dharmic
discussion, you have elevated yourself above the
level of the tadpole. At minimum, you have an
affinity with the Tao, and a curiosity to learn more
about it.

You may not be the turtle yet. The turtle is
a cultivator of the Tao who does not just read
about the teachings, but puts them into actual
practice every day. Such a cultivator is constantly
immersed in the great Tao, like the turtle living
in the vast ocean. This state of being is a worthy
aspiration for all of us.

The frog, on the other hand, is a state of being
we can do without. This is someone who becomes
full of himself upon gaining a little knowledge.
It is a feeling of superiority that is illusory, and
it gives rise to a feeling of happiness that is also
illusory.

Chuang Tzu describes the frog as being
completely unaware of his own shortcomings. This
is a deliberate point, highlighting the possibility
that we, too, may be unaware of being the frog,
even as we laugh at his folly.

by Derek Lin

One way to tell if you have unknowingly
become the frog is to examine the kind of teaching
you come across. The wrong kind of teaching
can manifest as academic trivia about esoteric
distinctions that have no impact on your life, and
zero practical value. People study such papers in
order to feel superior over those who have not.
They do not know that ivory towers can in fact be
abandoned wells, and the water in it is stagnant
and stale.

The right kind of teaching is the dynamic Tao
that lives and breathes. It is all about connections
and relationships with people, and not about
categories, definitions, labels, theories and similar
dead things — what Chuang Tzu calls the leftovers
of the deceased. Connecting with this dynamic Tao
is like being immersed in the ever-shifting currents
of the great ocean, where everything is always
different and always interesting.

This is the ultimate message of the story: book
knowledge is finite while the Tao is infinite. The
years of rain and drought that the turtle described
were finite quantities. You cannot change infinity
by adding or subtracting finite quantities. Thus,
one simply cannot compare the limited water of the
well to the unlimited water of the ocean. Similarly,
one cannot compare the limited happiness of the
well to the unlimited joy of the ocean.

This means it is time for us to stop hopping
around the well and embark on a journey. Do not
make the mistake of the frog in comparing yourself
with tadpoles. Instead, look to the people who
inspire you as your yardstick to better yourself.
See how they immerse themselves in the Tao, and
resolve to do the same.

Before you know it, the ocean will come into
view. The joy of the Tao will be right front of you
as you get closer to the beach. Soon, you will be
able to dive into the waves.

Surf’s up!

For more discussions on the Tao, please visit www.TrueTao.org!




ZRiEkRE B IHITEEER

FZERF R - 438 B 10:30AM- 12:30PM

A A i@

A

BALAAE

Ty

Ak

02/05/2012

Mo JE

EEZK

&HRE

K ofF

S IE

BRIE X

02/12/2012

S\ £
(L (]

e

HRERE .

R

WAL

Rk

3R K

02/19/2012

R 97431

Az .

£ R

@ k&

D ERME

E N

02/26/2012

R

dr. 2

157

&

LM . BBUN

* po=3

_%

D FRFEK

BRIE K

AR

A (Moderator)

LY

#-(Derek Lin)

=
L]

a A

RIRFE - BT E
Allen Chen > Eric Chen

AL E

8 7 A

R~ REESFE PR PR

BRAAL AR AR

n 7

a F A

B R i B Mk

& T

ZRERKHEWAER

B

02/05 ~ 02/11

02/12 ~02/18

02/19 ~ 02/25

02/26 ~

03/03

$RA B 1%

BRIE X

363 A

R 2E47

¥ ME

ZRERFAE/HEARAR

02

/05/2012

02/12/2012

02/19/2012

02/26/2012

MEE - Rt

REUE - & TF

wak - RES

BB~ 2 HR

BRB.GA ~ 3RAE A

i~ HRE

RIRAE - BRMIF

Bk ~ BAER

02/06/2012 (EEA+£)

waz

_ =
A

(B

AR BRIEX BHARET

ik /AR | AN

RGR=

02/22/2012 (=A#1—)

s | S

~

=z

et

#

HED L IRFEK EHARER

Hife SRR RIRE

ZRERARSERBR

BIERER

2.1 02/05/2012

02/12/2012

02/19/2012

02/26/2012

B

8 ' A

A REIRER | IreFk

R4

FIRE

02/05/2012

¥R T

IRFF K

Ak

RAY

X Bk

KF4
kIR R

R o1
kEH

02/12/2012

BFR

A

02/19/2012

¥R T

BR#AH%

02/26/2012

5 T %




. ®HIEPY

The Great Tao Foundation of America

11645 Lower Azusa Road., El Monte, CA91732 U.S.A.
Tel: 626.279.1097 - Fax:626.279.1098

Return Service Requested

—RalRaF
—&88

Non-Profit
Organization
Presorted STD
U.S. Postage
PAID
El Monte, CA
Permit Number 437

I B F =

~nEBEE~

Hr=—0- - F=_H—8

BATA D REX
SR ¢ REREE - MM

BATHT C FRBHE L LA
H HE 11645 Lower Azusa Road., El Monte, CA91732
F 3£ 1626279.1097 - t& A 626.279.1098

M ak wwwwithorg (—EHE#RAE)
www.GreatTao.org (2 HE P L)
www.TrueTao.org (2 A3 LI )

www.TaoUSAorg (EB—Bi#Esae)

210 Fwy /
Lower Azusa Rd.
=
o g
& 3
3 10 Fwy ~
o o~
& &
2 /
S Garvey Ave. <
: S5
)
60 Fwy / =
/

z




