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The Three Swords (Part 2)

The Tao

This story seems to speak against the fixation on sword
fights, or similar battles to the death. Does this apply to
us? The Romans certainly had bloody gladiatorial combat,
but that is a relic of the past. We no longer have that sort
of savage entertainment, so is Chuang Tzu’s point still
relevant?

Tao sages would say it is only a matter of degrees. We
may not have swordsmen dismembering one another for our
amusement, but we still have many forms of staged combat
that are wildly popular. Boxing matches and mixed martial
arts tournaments are big business, attracting millions of
viewers every year. We all know that death and injury are
real possibilities in such events, but that does not dampen
the enthusiasm. Many fans even find it thrilling. Times may
have changed, but the bloodthirsty part of humanity has
not.

This is what Chuang Tzu is asking us to examine —
the dark side where violence overshadows the productive
aspect of life. For us, it can go beyond fighters battling it
out in the arena. We also have movies, television shows,
video games and sports that are increasingly violent. It is
quite possible for us to focus too much attention on such
things, and that causes the productive side of life to suffer.

Since the Tao tradition is a peaceful path, one may
assume that Chuang Tzu would condemn violence, but this
is not the case. Rather than to criticize the King for being
preoccupied with sword fights, Chuang Tzu showed him
the greater levels of the sword. Clarity on what it all means
brings understanding that leads to enlightenment.

The Emperor’s Sword is the weapon of the ruler. In
describing it, Chuang Tzu used metaphors that the King
grasped immediately. The fast cavalry of the Yen Shi
Fortress would naturally be the vanguard in an armed
incursion. The Tai Mountain made sense as the body of
the blade because the land itself was the sword. The fierce
warriors from the Jin and Wei Kingdoms would naturally
serve as the cutting edge of the Emperor’s army. This sword
was the most powerful of all. With it, the King could unite
the empire and maintain a lasting peace for the good of the
people.

You wield the Emperor’s Sword at the personal level as
well, because your own life is your empire. In this context,
the Yen Shi Fortress is your initiative that serves as the tip
of your sword. The Tai Mountain is the totality of your life

By Derek Lin

— everything you have experienced and all the lessons you
have learned. The Jin and Wei Kingdoms are the intelligent
application of your wisdom, to cut through the problems
you encounter. When you wield this sword effectively, you
unify your life with your destiny, and create a lasting peace
for yourself.

The Noble’s Sword is all about harnessing the power of
the team. When people come together as a team, and work
together in a spirit of harmony, they can accomplish the
incredible. In such a team, different people have different
roles. Intelligent and courageous people lead the way, while
honest and honorable people serve as the backbone of the
group, to support the virtuous and good people in getting
the job done. This sword is quite powerful in its own right.
As Chuang Tzu says, it is the one that can bring everyone
into alignment, focused on the same goal.

You wield the Noble’s Sword at the personal level
whenever you find yourself leading or guiding a group.
At work, you may need to harness the talents of your
coworkers on a project. At home, you may need to bring
everyone together for a family activity. Whatever the
situation may be, you need the right people for the right
tasks — some to scout ahead, some to provide support,
and some in the front line, pushing forward and making
progress. When you wield this sword with harmony, you
can accomplish anything beyond the power of a single
individual.

The Commoner’s Sword is the lowest manifestation
of humanity’s fighting spirit. It’s all about kill or be killed.
In that regard, it is not so different from the battle for
survival among animals. Why should we limit ourselves to
that level when we can embody the meaning of the greater
swords? This is the question that stunned the King when
Chuang Tzu drew his attention to it. Why obsess over the
Commoner’s Sword while leaving the Noble’s Sword and
the Emperor’s Sword unused?

We all have to answer the same question too. Why
focus so much attention on being a spectator in staged
battles, when you can be an active participant in a much
greater arena? You are the absolute ruler of your own
destiny. You sit in the Emperor’s Throne of your life. Just
as the three swords were presented by Chuang Tzu for the
King to choose, they are now presented before you. Your
hand is reaching out to the swords. Which one will it grasp?

For more discussions on the Tao, please visit www. TrueTao.org!
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