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In Remembrance of Senior Master Yang

I first met Senior Master Yang when [ visited the temple
in Los Angeles the year I was initiated. I remember being
surrounded by an ocean of truly happy, energetic, radiant
people who were genuinely glad that I was there. Master
William escorted me into the kitchen area and seated in one
of the chairs around the table was the senior master. She was
instantly warm and kind, smiling broadly as Master William
introduced us for the first time. She spoke no English that I
know of, and I spoke no Chinese but somehow that didn’t
seem to matter there was a much deeper connection at work,
as if she knew me before I ever arrived. The language barrier
never separated her from any of us in the English speaking
group; her kindness and compassion and concern for all of us
was evident without ever saying a word.

In 2005 a large group of us went to Taiwan. We visited
several of the temples there and Senior Master Yang
was always there guiding, and teaching and making sure
everything was alright. Very often during the trip she and I
would walk together with Derek or Master William and she
would point out items of interest or importance and talk about
them. I had perhaps my most humbling and enlightening
moments on that trip. Watching Senior Master Yang and her
command of every situation helped me to begin to realize
the value of the genuine teachings; she was deeply respected
by everyone in every temple we visited, and yet she was
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by Bill Bunting

completely at ease, completely relaxed, and always ready to
share of her knowledge and her wisdom. At Taipei 101 an
impressive building in downtown Taipei, I wasn’t able to ride
the escalator up multiple stories of the building. I think Senior
Master Yang sensed my discomfort and told me that we
would ride the elevator up. Later in the trip, I was with her in
the temple when she visited the resting place of her mother. I
was deeply moved by the experience.

Altogether I had known Senior Master Yang for more than
six years, I always said she reminded me of my grandmother,
because of her caring, loving, compassionate nature. There
is no one memory that stands out in my mind as the defining
moment of our relationship, but rather a collection of small
moments, most of them joyous and happy, a few of them sad,
all of them helping me to see and follow the path. She cared
about me and my cultivation of the Tao when I could not
understand what she knew. She had compassion for me when
I did not deserve compassion. She cared about me just as she
cared for everyone even though she and I could not speak to
each other one on one. She helped me over and over again
through the few years we knew each other and was always
interested in my shrine and Tao study group in Indianapolis.
Senior Master Yang was a wonderful person with a good and
kind heart who lived as she believed.
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The Frog in the Well (Part 1)

Once upon a time in ancient China, there
was a frog who lived in an abandoned well. He
considered himself the master of this domain, and
felt quite satisfied about it.

One day, he saw a sea turtle moving slowly
nearby. He felt like having some conversation to
liven up an otherwise boring day, so he called out
a greeting. The turtle heard him and approached to
offer a friendly greeting in return. Upon seeing the
frog’s somewhat smug expression, he added, “You
seem quite happy. That is good.”

“Happy? Of course I am happy!” This was a
topic the frog liked to discuss. “Look at my life.
When I feel like it, I can hop around this well all
I want. When I feel tired, I can go into the well to
rest for a while. Sometimes I enjoy the water, so
I go soaking and floating in it. Sometimes I enjoy
the mud, so I run my feet through it. Why wouldn’t
I be happy?”

“That sounds great,” the turtle nodded. Then,
noticing that there were other creatures even
smaller than the frog in the well, he asked: “What
about them? Are they as happy as you?”

The frog waved a dismissive hand. “You
mean the tadpoles and the others? How can they
compare to me? [ know more than they do. I enjoy
life more than they can imagine. This well is my
territory, and I own the water. This is as good as it
gets!” Then, feeling generous, he said: “Why don’t
you come into the well and take a look? I want you
to see for yourself.”

The turtle declined politely. He still had a long
way to go, so he wanted to get on his way, but the
frog would not hear of it. He kept insisting that
turtle must come in, until finally he got him to
accept the invitation.

The frog jumped into the well, and the turtle
tried to follow, but even before he could get his
left foot in the well, his right foot was already
stuck. There was no way he could fit through, so
he backed off. “I am sorry,” he bowed to the frog,
“your well may be a bit small for me.”

“Small?” The frog did not understand. “It
is not small. It has more space than I will ever
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need. It is big. Big! Do you even know what big
means?”

The turtle was amused by the question. “Well,
I come from the ocean, and I know the ocean is
truly big.”

“Oh, is that right?” The frog challenged with
a defensive tone. “What are we talking about
exactly? Twice as big as my well? Three times as
big? Is that the big deal ocean you are trying to
show off here?”

The turtle shook his head. “We cannot really
describe the ocean in those terms. The ocean is
larger than we can measure with a thousand miles,
and deeper than we can measure with a thousand
yards.”

The frog was confused. He could not imagine
anything that was a thousand miles or yards long,
much less something that went beyond such
measurements. Upon seeing this confusion, the
turtle knew he had to come up with a different
explanation.

He thought of another angle to try: “There
was a time in the distant past when we had nine
years of continuous downpour and floods, but
the ocean did not increase in any way. There was
also another time when we had seven years of
continuous drought, but the ocean did not decrease
in any way. You see, the ocean is so big that even
such drastic changes in the weather over long
periods of time did not affect it in the slightest.”

This finally got through to the frog. He
was shocked as his mind struggled to grasp the
meaning. How could something that big even
exist?

The turtle continued: “There is happiness in
such a place, just as there is in your well. We can
call it the great happiness of the limitless ocean.”

The turtle sensed he had said enough. The frog
was still staring at him, completely speechless.
The turtle bid him farewell. It was time for him to
resume his journey.

For more discussions on the Tao, please visit www. TrueTao.org!
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