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The Pearl (Part2)

The Tao

As you can probably guess, this story isn’t really
about a beggar in ancient China. It’s about you in
the here and now. The beggar is you, and the streets
where he struggles for survival is your world. The
wealthy man's mansion is the Tao, and the wealth
in it is the limitless abundance of spiritual treasures.
You came into this world from the Tao, like the
beggar leaving the mansion, after his feast, to walk
the streets again.

The pearl is the divine spark of the Tao inside of
you. It is something you have brought with you from
the spiritual realm into the material world. Because it
is sourced in the Tao, it is by nature unlimited. This
limitless power hides in your heart, just as the pearl
was tucked away in the left pocket of the beggar’s
coat.

You start out life unaware of the treasure you
already possess. You move from one day to the next
like the beggar walking from one street to another,
oblivious to the fact that you are carrying something
special. Lacking the awareness is critical, because it
is the key to everything.

The beggar never checked the left pocket,
because he assumed there was nothing in it.
This describes how many people never examine
themselves within, because they assume there
probably isn’t much to spirituality. This mindset
closes off the possibility of making the discovery.
They will never know what it is like to withdraw the
hand from the pocket and seeing the beautiful pearl
for the first time. They continue to struggle through
life at a level far below their true potential, never
realizing how much they are missing out.

When the beggar returned to the mansion, the
wealthy man finally explained the truth to him.
This describes what happens when we connect with
the Tao. The understanding that the wealthy man
gives the beggar is the enlightenment that spiritual
teachings bring to human beings.

by Derek Lin

There is always a moment of surprise that comes
with the sudden understanding. One example of this
comes from the Platform Sutra of Hui Neng, the
Sixth Patriarch of Zen Buddhism. When the Fifth
Patriarch taught the essence of the Diamond Sutra to
him, he could not help but exclaim:

How unexpected that the self-nature is originally
pure in itself!

How unexpected that the self-nature is originally
without birth or death!

How unexpected that the self-nature is originally
sufficient in itself!

How unexpected that the self-nature is originally
unshakable!

How unexpected that the self-nature can create a
million dharmas!

In the language of our story, Hui Neng has
reached deeply into his pocket and touched the pearl.
As you read these words, you are making a similar
connection with the Tao. The story is pointing out
a great truth to you: you've had it in you all along.
All the wisdom, all the power, all the joy, and all the
goodness that you assume belong to the sages — they
have always been there, waiting for you all this time,
and they belong to you no less than they belong to
anyone else.

It is never too late to reach deeply into your
pocket to find the pearl; it is never too late to look
deeply into your heart to find the Tao. When your
fingers touch that pearl, you will know that there
is no need for you to struggle ever again. You will
know that what you possess is infinitely more than
what you can possibly want. Effective immediately,
you can start putting the pearl to good use. Your
new life as a person of unlimited spiritual wealth...
begins today.

For more discussions on the Tao, please visit www. TrueTao.org!
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