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The Pearl (Part1)

Once upon a time in ancient China,
there was a beggar who spent his days
walking the streets, begging for spare
change. One day, he encountered a wealthy
who decided to help him.

The wealthy man could tell that the
beggar must be extremely hungry. "Follow
me," he told the beggar. "I will treat you to
a meal at my mansion."

The wealthy man ordered his chef to
prepare a proper dinner, just as he would
for any of his friends. The two ate well,
drank wine and chatted. The beggar ended
up having too much wine and drifted off
into sleep.

The wealthy man observed his guest,
and thought that the real help this man
needed was not just the meal, but also a
way to get back on his feet financially.
He selected from among his possessions
an extremely valuable pearl to give to the
beggar. He wanted to express this kindness
in a seamless way, so he slipped it into the
beggar's coat pocket.

"There is no need for me to tell him
I am giving him this gift," the wealthy
man thought. "I don’t want him to keep
thanking me. Let him discover it on his
own, and use it to establish himself by
starting a business. He will be able to leave
the begging life far behind."

Hours later, the beggar awoke. He
thanked the wealthy man profusely and
took his leave. The wealthy man walked
him out to the door, and wished him the
best of luck.

by Derek Lin

Three years passed. One day, the
wealthy man's servant informed him that
there was a visitor at the front gate, asking
for him. The wealthy man was surprised to
see that it was the beggar from three year
ago. Then, he was doubly surprised that
the beggar seemed worse off than he was
before.

"What happened to you since the last
time I saw you?" the wealthy man asked.

The beggar shrugged: "Pretty much
the same as before I met you, sir. I would
beg on the streets every day. It has been
difficult, but I have managed to survive."

This was not what the wealthy man
expected to hear. Initially, he thought
the beggar started his own business but
was unable to make it successful. Now,
it sounded like the beggar did not start
anything at all. He grabbed the beggar by
the shoulder. "What about the pearl?” He
was anxious to know. “What did you do
with the pearl?"

"What pearl?" The beggar was taken
aback and seemed completely baffled.

The wealthy man could tell that the
beggar really did not understand, so he
calmed down and explained what he had
done. He pointed to the pocket in the
beggar's coat.

"Oh, that pocket? I never use it since
I never have anything to put in it." The
beggar reached in and his fingertips felt
something. He took it out, and there it was
— the precious pearl the wealthy man had
given him three years ago.

For more discussions on the Tao, please visit www. TrueTao.org!
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The Great Tao Foundation of America
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