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The Moon is Watching (Part 1)

Once upon a time in ancients China, there was
a man who lived in poverty. He and his family were
often hungry, but there were few jobs available for
him or anyone else.

One night, he decided he had enough. “We should
not have to live this way,” he said to his young son.
“Come with me. I'm going to get us some food and I'll
need you to keep a lookout for me.”

Together, father and son sneaked into a farmer’s
orchard. The full moon was out, illuminating the fruit
trees. They could see many fruits, hanging low and
ripe for the picking.

The man knew he was breaking the law, but what
choice did he have? He looked around nervously.
There was no one around. All was quiet. “Let’s go,
son,” he whispered. “No one is watching us, we have
to do it now.”

“Look at the moon, Dad,” his son pointed. “It is
so bright, I feel like it is watching us.”

Something about this simple observation stopped
the man in his tracks. He looked up. The moon was
like a giant, heavenly eye, staring down at him.

What am I doing? The man thought angrily to
himself. How has poverty reduced me to this level,
that I must steal something belonging to another man?
What kind of example am [ setting for my son?

He shook his head. This was wrong. “Let’s go
home,” he took his son’s hand. “I know you are still
hungry, but there must be a better way.”

As they departed the orchard, they did not know
that they were, in fact, being watched. The farmer
happened to be outside that night, and had seen them
approach from a distance. Since he knew his land
well, it was easy for him to hide in a place where he
could see and hear everything. He was going to catch
them in the act, but now he ended up watching them
leave.

The farmer went home and told his wife what
happened. He said: “I suppose I should thank the
moon for watching over my orchard.”

His wife smiled: “Perhaps it is watching you
too.” The farmer looked up at the moon and became
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thoughtful.

The next day, the farmer went to the poor
neighborhood and found the man who had sneaked
into his orchard. He could tell the man was nervous.
He said: “Harvest season is upon us, so I need extra
hands at my orchard. I think you can do a good job
for me. For every ten sacks of fruits you pick for me,
you can keep one sack for yourself. What do you
say?”

The man was surprised, and then agreed
immediately. Finally, he thought, he could feed his
family while keeping his dignity intact. For some
reason, the farmer trusted him completely, and he
knew this was a trust he would always honor.

That night, the man went home with food for
his family, after a full day’s work. He was tired, but
happy. He told his son: “The Buddha spoke to me
through you, and guided me back to the right path.”
He saw the moon out of his window, and offered a
silent prayer of thanks.

The farmer also went home feeling positive, and
told his wife about the day’s activities. “When I saw
the moon last night, I wondered what it was telling
me. I realized trustworthy help was hard to find,
and here was someone who had the integrity to pull
himself back from the edge of making a mistake, so I
offered him a job.”

“Was he able to help you much today?” His wife
asked.

“Well, it used to take me so long to pick the fruits
that by the time I took them to the market, a lot of
them would had gone bad. Now I can get all of them
to the market in time, just by paying this man one
sack of fruits out of ten. I wish I had thought of this
years ago!”

The farmer looked out of a window and saw
the moon in the sky. It seemed to be watching over
everything, just like it did the night before. He felt
gratitude in his heart.

For more discussions on the Tao, please visit www. TrueTao.org!
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