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The Other Side of the River ( Part 2)

The Tao

We often hear people talk about the grass being
greener on the other side. This is the same mindset
as that of the first villager. The current place is not so
great, so some other place must be better. Everything
will improve, and all the problems will go away, if only
you can get yourself from here to there.

This applies not just to places, but other aspects
of life as well. Some other person seems to have a
better job, with nicer coworkers at a more established
company. Some other family seems to have a better
house, with nicer neighbors — heck, even their pets
seem cuter! The grass has a way of looking greener
everywhere else.

As the ferryman pointed out, getting to the greener
grass may not be such a great idea. People who make
such a move will initially find everything quite rosy, but
this never lasts. After a while, the honeymoon period
ends and the novelty wears off. They discover things
are not as ideal as they first thought, and they still have
problems.

Before too long, they start looking for greener
grass somewhere else. Maybe the last move wasn’t
quite right, but the next move will be. Everything will
be better once they get to this other place... and so the
process begins all over again.

The young man from the same village had a
different mindset. For him, the greenest grass was at
his present location, so he was naturally not in a hurry
to go anywhere. Why face the uncertainty of another
place, when he had everything he wanted in the current
place?

The ferryman pointed out that another place could
be pretty good too. Even though the young man didn’t
want to leave, he could be just as content in the new
place as he was in the old place. Once he made the
transition, he would find the greenest grass growing
abundantly in his new home. It was almost as if the
greenness of the grass followed him across the river.

How can we live more like the young man, always
ending up with the greenest grass? It begins with the
way we look at and think about the world. We need to
realize the greener grass elsewhere is only an illusion.

by Derek Lin

We need to see through it, and stop pursuing it from
one place to another.

This means the cultivation of stability and
commitment. No matter where we happen to be, we
need to take a good look at the current situation, and
stick around to work with it in creative ways. We can
always go somewhere else after we have made our
mark, thus leaving the place better than we found it.

More importantly, this also means taking care of
your own grass within. For both the villager and the
young man, the external world reflected their internal
reality. The same is true for all of us. Think of the heart
as a garden. The grass that grows in this garden is the
state of your spirituality. Depending on how much you
neglect or tend to your spiritual needs, the grass will
wither or flourish.

What does this grass need? It has to be watered on
a regular basis. Let the Tao be the water that nourishes
your garden. When you apply the Tao in your life,
you are letting the water flow through, refreshing
everything. The grass grows beautifully when the Tao is
present in your life.

The grass also needs the sun. This is the upbeat
outlook, the bright smile, and the sense of humor you
bring to everything you do. It’s an infectious energy
that builds on itself, lightening the mood for you, as
well as the mood of everyone around you. Within your
heart, this energy is the sunlight that shines through the
garden, bringing vitality, brightening the grass.

Provide the water and the sun on a regular basis,
and soon the lush grass within will work its magic in
your world. Work, career, relationships, romance —
every aspect of your life will become more rewarding
and fulfilling.

Now you know the truth. The grass isn't greener
on the other side. It is greener on your side — because
you make it that way. It is as green as you want it to be
through your internal cultivation. As long as you walk
the Tao and keep yourself on the path, the greener grass
will grow with every step you step, and follow you
wherever you go.

For more discussions on the Tao, please visit www. TrueTao.org!
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