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The Epic Battles of Chushi and Manshi (1)

Once upon a time in the Warring States period, the
King of Wei was angered when he learned that the King
of Chi had betrayed their alliance. He wanted revenge
for this betrayal by sending an assassin to kill the King
of Chi.

Upon hearing this, his general said: “Your Majesty,
you are the ruler of a mighty kingdom, you should not
resort to assassination. Give me two hundred thousand
soldiers, and I shall conquer Chi, capture its people,
punish their king, take away his land, and then break
him!”

His advisors knew that no matter how the King
decided to proceed, it would lead to widespread chaos
and suffering. One of them said to the others, “This
is like building a castle ten meters tall, completing
its construction, and then destroying the whole thing.
We’ve had peace for seven years, which is a great
achievement. We should not destroy that peace by
listening to the general!”

None of them could think of a way to convince the
King. They advised him to seek the Tao of harmony,
but this had no effect. The King seemed dead set on
bloodshed.

Huei Tzu, the wisest of the advisors, decided to
ask the Tao sage Daijinren for help. The hope was that
perhaps he could talk some sense into the King.

Upon Huei Tzu’s invitation, Daijinren came to
the palace. He spoke with the King, beginning with
a question: “Your Majesty, there is a small creature
known as the snail — do you know of it?”

The King said: “Of course.”

Daijinren said: “On the head of the snail, there are
two tentacles. On the left tentacle, there is the Chushi
Kingdom. On the right tentacle, there is the Manshi
Kingdom. These two kingdoms fight epic battles for
land. Each battle results in the dead by the tens of
thousands, and it takes fifteen days for the winning
side to return from chasing and slaughtering the losing
side.”

“What?” The King was annoyed. Why talk about
something as insignificant as a snail? He spoke harshly,

by Derek Lin

with impatience: “This is a fictional tale without any
basis in reality!”

“Your Majesty, allow me to explain and make it
more real. First of all, does Your Majesty think there is
a limit to heaven or earth, in any direction?”

The king understood that the sage was referring
to the infinity of existence. “No,” he said, “there is no
limit.”

“Once the mind has contemplated this limitless
expanse, bring your thoughts back to a kingdom which
is limited in size. Doesn’t this kingdom seem much
smaller in comparison, almost like it does not exist?”

The King thought about it, and realized Daijinren
was right. “Indeed.”

Daijinren continued: “Among the kingdoms of this
land, there is Wei. Within the Kingdom of Wei, there is
the City of Liang. Within the City of Liang, there is a
ruler. So... is there a basic difference between this ruler
and the Manshi?”

The King was shocked. The finite kingdoms already
seemed small compared to infinity. Wei was but one of
the kingdoms, so it’s even smaller. The City of Liang
was but one of the many places in Wei, despite being its
capital. He was but one person in a city of thousands,
despite being the ruler. This meant he was actually a
small part of a small part of a small part...

“No,” he had no choice but to admit. “There is no
difference.”

It finally dawned on the King. He thought the
snail was insignificant. Now he could see a similar
insignificance in himself — as well as the destruction
he was about to cause.

Daijinren left, leaving the King still stunned by his
own realization. When Huei Tzu came to ask about the
visit, the King said: “My guest is truly a great sage. His
wisdom surpasses that of all other sages.”

Huei Tzu and the other advisors were relieved.
They knew the King would now turn his attention to
diplomatic solutions... instead of bloodshed.

For more discussions on the Tao, please visit www. TrueTao.

org!
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