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The Hunter and the Hunted (Part 1)

It was another pleasant afternoon in ancient
China, and Chuang Tzu found himself walking
through the woods as usual. He was enjoying
himself and admiring the scenery near a chestnut
orchard when he heard a sound that caused him to
look up.

It was an unusual bird flying toward him.
Chuang Tzu had never seen a bird quite like it
before, with a wide wingspan and large eyes. He
was trying to figure out what to do when it dipped
low enough to brush his head as it flew past,
much to Chuang Tzu’s surprise.

“What kind of bird is this?” Chuang Tzu
asked himself. “It has such wide wings but can’t
seem to keep itself high up in the sky. It has such
big eyes but can’t seem to see me standing in its
way.”

Chuang Tzu took out his slingshot and went
after the strange bird. He saw the bird landing
on a chestnut tree, so he approached silently,
intending to hunt it down.

As Chuang Tzu got closer, he saw an
interesting scene unfolding before him. There
was cicada chirping away in the tree, blissfully
unaware of a mantis sneaking up on it, ready
to pounce. The mantis itself, totally focused on
getting the cicada, was also unaware that the
strange bird had just landed close to it and was
getting ready to gobble it up.

The irony was not lost on Chuang Tzu. The
bird did not notice Chuang Tzu’s approach at
all. It was just as unaware as the mantis, and the
mantis in turn was just as unaware as the cicada.

“This is clearly a pattern of the Tao in life,”
Chuang Tzu thought to himself. “All living things
are looking to gain an advantage for themselves,
but the process also imposes a burden on them.
Generally speaking, the potential gain right in
front of you causes you to forget the potential
disaster right behind you. The two are connected.”

by Derek Lin

Chuang Tzu had the bird in his sight and was
congratulating himself for his new insight about
the Tao, when voice behind him made him jump:
“You! What are you doing in my orchard?”

It was the gardener in charge of the chestnut
orchard. In going after the bird, Chuang Tzu
did not notice he was trespassing onto private
property. He was so preoccupied that he did not
hear the gardener coming up behind him. He
dropped his slingshot and made a hasty exit out
of the orchard. The gardener, still thinking he was
there to steal chestnuts, continued yelling after
him angrily.

This experience had an effect on Chuang Tzu
for days. One of his students noticed and asked:
“Master, you seem not quite yourself recently.
What is on your mind?”

Chuang Tzu related his experience and
sighed: “I was fixated on external appearance
and lost sight of the internal self. My teacher Lao
Tzu always said that no matter what place you go
to or visit, you should always be mindful of the
rules of the environment where you find yourself.
I went into the chestnut orchard and forgot all
about rules.”

The student thought about this and said:
“Master, that seems like a minor mistake anyone
can make.”

“The issue goes deeper than that,” Chuang
Tzu explained. “The cicada, mantis and bird were
all unaware of the danger lurking behind them.
This was a great lesson for me, but I did not learn
it well enough to know that I myself was just
as lacking in awareness as they were. I can see
now that I still have quite a distance to go in my
cultivation of the Tao.”

For more discussions on the Tao, please visit www. TrueTao.org!
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The Great Tao Foundation of America
11645 Lower Azusa Road., El Monte, CA91732 U.S.A.
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