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The Paragon of Virtue,Shining in all Directions---Senior Master Chang

The head leader, Senior Master Chang Pei Cheng of
I-Kuan Tao, Ji Chu ZhongShu Temple was born on July 7th,
1914, in JiangsuProvinceChongmingCounty. When Senior
Master Chang became 30 years old in 1943, his father passed
away and he was very heartbroken. Luckily, he met a nice
friend called Mister Tang Jun Min who introduced him to
the Tao. Mister Tang who said if he received Tao, his father
can go to heaven. Senior Master Chang, from the bottom
of his heart, wanted to be a filially devout son and help his
deceased father. So he willingly chose to receive the Tao.
After Senior Master Chang sought the Tao, he listened and
learned the meaning of the “Three Treasures”, Tao was
taught through Chinese proverbs such as “Eat a half pound
of meat, return eight ounces of your own”, and “When you
kill a chicken or cow, you are killing a part of yourself.”
After understanding the Tao teachings, that night, Senior
Master Chang took a vow to become a vegetarian. Senior
Master Chang used the Tao scripture to assist others on Tao
teachings. He understood by seeking the Tao, that it can lead
life to eternity. After half a year, he became a Master and
began to travel and advocate Tao. After spreading the Tao
for more than 60 years, he spread the Tao in many countries
including Taiwan, America, Canada, Australia, South Africa,
Europe, Brazil, New Zealand, Thailand, Cambodia, Vietnam,
Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia, Burma, Singapore, Korea,
Japan, Hong Kong and etc. There were now public temples
domestic and overseas.

In 1991, during a ceremony, he said, “What is Tao?
Tao is to lead oneself during difficult situations. People
must understand themselves. People should ask themselves
'Are we qualified to practice Tao'. A book called “Chi Zhen
Chuan”, described that although over a thousand people
cultivate the Tao, only 7 became Buddha. For example,
it seemed like a peach tree having 3,000 flowers, yet only
producing 1,500 peaches.Out of those peaches many are then
eaten by bugs or destroyed by weather, so few can actually
be eaten by people. We can relate this to Tao as there are
many people who receive the Tao but only a few who
practice it as the challenges of life become harder.

On August 1992, Senior Master Chang said at a
meeting, “In today’s society, businessmen are categorized
as a business group; Tao members can be seen as a Tao
community. If one wants to be a Buddha, they have to have
the qualities of the Buddha group. You have to be kind-
hearted. You must place the sufferings of the people before
your own. You can endure your own pain but when you see
others in pain, you must help. You cannot let them continue

Translated by Amy Chang

to suffer. Time passes quickly and there are always many
diseases. You need to have dedication and sympathy. Also,
you need to take action and help others, not just stand and
watch. Only then, can you become a Buddha with a lotus. “
After hearing a conversation that occurred between
Senior Master Chang and Master Chen in Australia, I became
very emotional. It all started when Senior Master Chang
grabbed a broom and told Master Chen, “Let us clean the
leaves that had fallen from the wind last night.” Master Chen
replied, “Senior Master Chang, you don’t need to sweep!
Let other Tao members do it.” Senior Master Chang replied,
“You sweep yours, I sweep mine. Your business is yours.
My business is mine. There was a Master named “Bai Zhang
Shan Shi” who would not eat if he did not finish his chores.
In comparison to me, I am only sweeping a few leaves. Do
not underestimate sweeping; if you want to help to spread
the Tao, then there is a Templeeverywhere and a chance to
earn merit. “After hearing Senior Master Chang’s words, |
understood that there were many ways to spread the Tao, For
example, helping Tao members, planning activities, helping
out in the kitchen by washing and chopping vegetables,
taking Tao members to the temple and back home. Also,
cleaning the restroom, donating money to print books,
listening to Tao teachings...etc. As long as you want to help
out Buddha, anywhere is a Temple, and everyone, as a Tao
member, has the chance to earn merit. Each person must
practice the Tao and earn merit. As long as you follow the
Tao, understand the truths of Tao, you can go to Heaven.
Having accomplished all his goals, Senior Master
Chang passed away on June 20th, 2010. After living 97
years, he had fulfilled his duties and was ready to report
back to Heaven, A person’s greatness isn’t about what they
have (house, cars) but rather about what they can do to help
others! Thinking back to Senior Master Chang’s journey
to practice and spread the Tao, Senior Master Chang faced
many difficult situations but he never gave up. We should all
see him as a role model and learn from his actions. Senior
Master Chang left his legacy by dedicating his entire life
to the Temple. Anytime, anywhere, any chance, he would
spread Tao teachings to Tao members. He serves as a beacon,
guiding us on the right path, His light shines, leading us to
practice the Tao. We must follow Senior Master Chang’s
wishes, together with the same dedication and the same
morals. Together we can spread the Tao. Do not be selfish
and just think about yourself. Pass down the Tao to the whole
world.
For more discussions on the Tao, please visit www. TrueTao.org!
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The Great Tao Foundation of America
11645 Lower Azusa Road., El Monte, CA91732 U.S.A.

Tel: 626.279.1097 - Fax:626.279.1098
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