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A7 A Lao Chien Ren

Within a division in I-Kuan Tao, Lao Chien Ren
holds the highest position of spiritual leadership. This
position, like other positions in I-Kuan Tao, may be
occupied by either a man or a woman.

AI A Chien Ren

Chien Ren is the position below Lao Chien Ren and
above the Lao Dien Chuan Shi.

#2126 Lao Dien Chuan Shi

Lao Dien Chuan Shi is the position below Chien Ren
and above the Master.

2Li%EF Master

This is known as Dien Chuan Shi in Chinese. Dien
means to point, as in pointing to the Great Truth.
Chuan means to transmit, as in transmitting the Great
Tao. Shi means teacher. Together, these three characters
denote an ordained Master of [-Kuan Tao who has been
charged with the Heavenly Decree (X ) to spread the
message of the Tao far and wide.

g1 6 Introducer

An Introducer is a Tao practitioner who introduces a
Seeker of spirituality to I-Kuan Tao, and leads him or
her into initiation.

% 6 Guarantor

A Guarantor is a Tao practitioner who guarantees the
good character of someone who seeks initiation into
[-Kuan Tao.

3h & & Token of Merit

The typical I-Kuan Tao temple never engages in
regular solicitations of donations. Masters often
support temples financially instead of drawing salary
as ordained clergy often do in most traditions. They
are able to sustain this long-term because they have
mastered positive karma, so that the more they give,
the more abundantly they receive. The requirement to

B ae Glossary (Part 2)

by Derek Lin

collect the Token of Merit in the Initiation Ritual is a
way to introduce new followers to the same karmic
mechanism, which may seem inexplicable, but is quite
real and has the power to benefit everyone.

38 ¥ Shrine Owner

A high-level cultivator of the Tao may decide to take
the step to become the owner of an [-Kuan Tao shrine
(¥ 38). This ownership comes with the responsibility to
serve as an example to others, and is therefore charged
with two requirements not imposed on the typical Tao
cultivator. The first is the total willingness to practice
the rituals every day as specified in this handbook.
The second requirement is the Cleansing Ritual (7 &)
where one takes a vow to become a vegetarian and to
refrain from telling untruths. The discipline of Shrine
Owners makes them respected and important figures
within the Tao Community.

¥ ¥ Mu Light

Mu in this context is the same character as the one in
Lao Mu. Also known as the Buddha Light ({# ), this
is the central and most important element of the I-Kuan
Tao shrine. Because the Tao is the ultimate force and
principle rather than a human-like deity, it should be
depicted with the energy of a flame rather than any
sort of human likeness. The Mu Light is backed by
a metal plate inscribed with the characters Wu Ji ($&
#%), meaning without boundary or unbounded. When
the Mu Light is lit, it shines through these characters,
representing the way reality itself reflects the brilliance
of light shining from the Tao.

i35 Tao Community

A community of the Tao exists whenever two or more
Tao cultivators come together in a spirit of harmony
and mutual respect. This can range from the formal
setting of a temple to a small group of individuals
working together informally to share the teachings of
the Tao with the world.

For more discussions on the Tao, please visit
www. TrueTao.org!
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