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A Lesson for the Emperor (Part1)

Huang Di, the legendary Yellow Emperor, was
having trouble ruling his empire. He summoned his six
advisors, to see if they could shed some light on the
matter.

“We are going through troubled times,” he told
them. “People are struggling to make a living and
looking to me for leadership, but I feel as if I need
directions myself. You are the six most knowledgeable
scholars in all of China. Tell me how I can make things
better.”

The advisors discussed it among themselves
but could not come to any kind of consensus. They
presented so many conflicting opinions that Huang Di
finally had to stop them: “Enough. This is not helping
matters at all. I have no choice but to look outside of this
palace for advice. Recently, I have heard much about a
great sage by the name of Da Wei. We shall pay him a
visit. Prepare yourselves for the journey.”

Accompanied by the advisors and imperial guards,
Huang Di set off for the Ju Chi Mountain where Da Wei
lived. Most of the trip was uneventful, but when they
neared their destination, a heavy fog descended on them.
It was difficult to tell where they were going. After a
while, they were completely lost.

The six advisors discussed how best to find their
way, but again they could not come to a consensus. As
they argued back and forth, Huang Di looked at them
and shook his head: “The six most knowledgeable
scholars in all of China... so easily defeated by bad
weather!”

He walked away from the debate to see if there was
someone nearby who might provide directions. He saw a
young boy walking a horse not far away. He approached
and called out: “Greetings! We are heading for the Ju
Chi Mountain. Would you happen to know where that
1877

The boy looked him over and did not seem
especially impressed by his appearance. He replied with
anod: “Of course.”

There was something about the boy’s straightforward
manner that piqued Huang Di’s interest. He decided
to probe further. “How about the great sage Da Wei?
Would you happen to know where he lives?”

The boy seemed relaxed and calm, as if it was a
daily occurrence for the emperor of China to come
looking for a great master of the Tao. He gave another
nod: “Of course.”

What a strange boy! Huang Di thought. He seemed
so self-assured, like a know-it-all. Was there something

by Derek Lin

he did not know? Half in jest, he smiled: “I suppose next
you will tell me know how to rule the empire, right?”

The boy patted his horse and said: “Ruling the
empire is just like taking care of this horse. That is really
all there is to it. Why make it more complicated than it
has to be?”

This was an answer Huang Di did not expect. He
frowned as he grappled with the idea of the horse as a
country. He became curious about the boy and ask: “Who
are you, and what are you doing out here in the fog?”

The boy answered in his straightforward manner: “I
am just a boy who likes to wander around alone. I had
a headache today and felt dizzy, and an elder told me it
would help to take a long walk here in the wilderness.
That is why I came out with my horse today. I am
feeling much better now, so I think I should head back.”

“Wait,” Huang Di held up a hand. “Before you go,
what did you mean about ruling the empire and taking
care of horses?”

“Well... governing people is none of my business,
obviously, so perhaps I should not presume to have an
opinion.” The boy seemed hesitant as he thought about
his answer. “It seems just as obvious to me that the two
activities are not fundamentally different. When taking
care of a horse, what you must do is remove everything
that is harmful to the horse, and allow the horse’s own
natural vitality to manifest itself. That is also what you
must do to rule the empire.”

Huang Di was stunned. The boy’s truth was so
simple and yet so profound. Huang Di realized, as
it resonated deeply with him, that it was exactly the
direction he needed. He bowed deeply: “This is truly the
heavenly Tao you have taught me.”

There were voices behind him. The advisors and
guards were looking for him, so he responded to let
them know where he was. He turned to the boy again,
only to find an empty spot. Both boy and horse had
disappeared into the fog.

The advisors regrouped around him. One of them
reported: “Your Majesty, we consulted our maps again
and realized we were already in the Ju Chi Mountain
without knowing it. Shall we press on to find the sage?”’

“Perhaps I already have,” Huang Di said, to
the advisors’ surprise. He smiled at their puzzled
expressions: “I know the direction I must take for the
people now. Let us head back to the palace.”

For more discussions on the Tao, please visit www. TrueTao.org!
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