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Remembering Senior Master Yang........

One year has passed and Senior Master Yang is still
in our thoughts. My first recollection was in the Spring
of 2004, when Senior Master Yang enthusiastically and
generously, eyes gleaming and perpetually smiling,
offered me the Tao. How? She said “Come” in a
genuinely and motherly way. She gestured and guided
me by the arm. Due to the language barrier, I didn’t
know what she was exactly saying. But it didn’t matter.
I didn’t really need any explanation. I was in this
temple for a reason. I searched long and hard to be here
to learn about the Tao. I knew I was in the right place.
Her joyful energy guided me upstairs in the temple. She
told Kay what to tell me. And that afternoon, I received
the Tao. Here a group of people took time in their day
to give me something very sacred....The Tao. She gave
me a gift for life. In time, I grew to understand her
mission in life, and that was to spread the Tao. I did not
know her title then. But Senior Master Yang was about
her work, her mission and The Tao. The Tao transcends
and transforms. She focused her energy to guide us to
the path.

What also comes to mind is the summer of 2005,
when members of the temple and the Masters of the
temple and Senior Master Yang attended the Great
Scholar Event in Taiwan’s capital. The day of our
departure, I remember being received at the temple by
Senior Master Yang where our group was going to the
airport by vanpool provided by the temple. I was very
surprised that she wanted to feed us prior to leaving
on our trip. She had cooked a wonderful lunch. She
wanted to make sure we were well fed before a very
long flight. I was very touched. This was just the
beginning to a never ending week of hospitality by the
many temples we visited. And it started in El Monte.
Again, she was always concerned for other people and
taking care of them. Why does this stand out in my
memory? Because she set an example of service to
others.

When were we staying at the temple in Taipei, I
will never forget Senior Master Yang inviting me to go
to Cambodia with her. I was honored and speechless
to her invitation. She had a mission to spread the Tao

by Alicia Romero

there. I saw her then as an extraordinary leader and a
life’s adventurer. Despite the smoldering heat in Taiwan
that we were all enduring, Senior Master Yang said
that it was hotter in Cambodia. I couldn’t imagine
what hotter than Taipei felt like. But Bill Hunting
encouraged me to go. I liked what he said “When
Senior Master Yang invites you somewhere, you’d
better go”. It was indeed a privilege to be included. I
felt like I was part of this great big delegation to a part
of the word unknown to me, just the two of us. I felt I
could go anywhere with Senior Master Yang, as long as
one of us knew the language. Senior Master Yang knew
how to reach out to people. She emanated true caring
of people and wanted to give the most powerful gift of
the Tao. I shall travel with her someday.

I am here today writing to you sharing my
testimony of my key interactions with Senior Master
Yang because of Senior Master Yang. From what I
understand she came to the United States and started
the I-Kuan Tao Temple in El Monte, CA with great
sacrifices. I admire her accomplishments. Her hard
work does not go unnoticed. What I perceived from
her was strength. She was strong teacher and taught us
well during her lectures of various events at the temple.
She was generous with everything: her knowledge, time
and life. She was always giving things as a token of
appreciation. She always made me feel that she was
very happy to me.

She made every moment count with her efficiency
in life. She truly fulfilled a potential some of us aspire
to. Sometimes we can be surrounded by such greatness
that we take it for granted until it’s gone, like when
a child misses a parent and the life they once knew.
She leaves a legacy that we should regularly remind
ourselves often. She had the combination of heroic
strength and the warmest humility. Some individuals
become this way not for their own satisfaction and
benefit, but for that of others. I personally felt a
connection with woman I was so glad to have walked
one part of the journey with.

For more discussions on the Tao, please visit www. TrueTao.org!
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